
Deacons Preparation Course 2016 
Course explanation: 
Saint Mark church offers this course to properly prepare these young children to serve as well-educated 

deacons. As role models for our children we must sacrifice our needs (sleeping in, going out with friends, 

etc.) for our children's needs (coming to church early, attending all hymns classes/prep classes, Sunday 

school, reviewing what they learned at home, etc.). We will be taking attendance weekly in every class 

they are expected to attend all Saturday hymns classes along with Sunday school and the Sunday 

preparation course. We need to make sure our children take this seriously, and understand this 

responsibility. Because they are young, we have to stress the importance, but never force it upon them, 

because forcing it upon our kids will make them strongly dislike this service. This step forward that you 

and your family have decided to take for your child is important and is a responsibility beyond 

understanding, you will not be able to move forward without the power of prayer. Pray for your child and 

the service daily. 

Things to know: 
1. This course will consist of a 10 week training. 

2. Lack in attendance will call for a parent meeting to discuss solutions. 

3. There will be a test after this 10 week training to determine if the child has been well prepared. 

4. Please understand that all decisions to be made are only for the good of your child's spiritual life. 

(They are young, so this is when they take a big step forward in their spiritual life.) 

5. Everything must be reviewed at home, they can only learn so much in one class, once a week. Without 

the help of the parents your child will fall behind. Background knowledge of the Rank: Epasaltos is 

derived from the Coptic word "Psalmos", meaning psalm or hymn. Children may be ordained Chanters 

(Epsaltos), according to the Psalm: "Out of the mouths of babes and infants you have ordained 

strength"(Psalm 8:2). The idea of ordaining children is getting them attached to the church at an early age, 

so they might grow up learning the faith, rites, and doctrine of the Orthodox Church. In addition to the 

high spirituality and holiness which they will attain while being in the church, thus the saying: "But I am 

like a green olive tree in the house I trust in the mercy of God forever and ever" (Ps 52:8) might be 

fulfilled in them. If you have any questions please feel free to contact me at any time. 80% attendance in 

this class, along with Saturday hymns class and Sunday school is required for the ordination. 

 

+Glory be to God forever. Amen+ 


